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Think not that I am come to fend Peace on Earth : _ 
I came not to ſend Peace, but a Sword. _ 


UDGING only by our natural partial Ideas { + RY 
of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and LY 
from our inadequate Views of the Deſigns 
of Providence, we ſhould be ready to con- _— 
clude, that when the Father of Mercies, the 3 

God of Peace, ſent his only begotten Son into the 1 

World, on a Meffage of Love to Mankind, one > 

principal Deſign of his Miſſion had been, to com- . 45 1 

ſe the Nations, and eſtabliſh Peace in this lower > 

World ; that he had cruſhed all the Sons of Vio- wes. 

lence, and ſet up a Kingdom againſt which no Na- RY 

tion had dared to exalt itſelf ; that all his Diſciples, _ 

by their Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, had been ſecured + il 

from the Wrath and Violence of a wicked and , 

reſtleſs World; that he had ſaid to the World, . 

« Touch not mine Anointed, nor do my Prophets { 
« Harm ;” that every Attempt to diſturb their } " 8 

Tranquility, had been puniſhed with immediate 5 1 

Vengeance, Fire from Heaven to devour them. = 
And when, in Contradiction to all ſuch Expectations, 4 
we find that the Church of Chriſt has, in every Age, 
ſhared in the Calamities common to Mankind: and N 

more than this, when we find it has been the pe- 
culiar Object of the implacable Malice of the World; 
25 that 


(3 

that the Kings of the Earth have ſet. themſelves, and 
the Princes taken Counſel together againſt the Lord, 
and againſt his Chriſt ; ſuch a Conduct in divine 
Providence, leads us to wonder at the Defigns of 
Providence, ſo contrary to whatReaſon ſeem'd to ſug- 
geſt : we arc tempted to fay, there is oneEvent to the 
Righteous and to the Wicked ; were there an in- 
finitely wiſe and good Being, that preſided over the 
Affairs of Mortals, ſurely we ſhould not ſee real 
Chriſtianity depreſſed, and Sin reign and triumph; 
we ſhould not find the Church of God a Field of 
Blood, under the long-expedted Reign of the glo- 
rious Prince of Peace. | 


To teach us therefore, how apt we are to form 


wrong and inadequate Notions of the Methods of 


God's Government ; to give Relief to our Minds 
under thoſe Diſcouragements, that the Events of 
Providence are apt to produce ; and that no one 
might miſtake the Nature, the Deſign and Privi- 
leges of his Kingdom, our Saviour has plainly told 
us what we are to expect; he has pointed out what 
15 like to be the Condition of his People, and taught 
us not to wonder, when we ſee all theſe Things 


come to paſs : think not that I am come to ſend Peace 


on Earth; I came not to ſend Peace, but a Sword. 

Tuis Verſe, to any one, who will conſider the 
Tenor of our Saviour's Diſcourſe, is ſufficiently plain, 
and void of Difficulty ; and leads us, on this Occa- 
Han, to conſider the following Things; viz. 


Firſt, Tur Chriſtian Church, as ſharing in the 
Calamities common to a degenerate World, 
particularly that of War. 


Secondly, 


Ee). 


Secondly, Tux Agency of God, in the Wars and 
Mliſeries common to this State of the World. 


- Thirdly, Tux Reaſons of the divine Conduct in 
pt thi Affair. | 


1'*- Wx are to conſider the Chriſtian-Church, as 
ſharing in the Calamities common to a degenerate 
World, eſpecially that of War. | 
Go was pleaſed of old, for wiſe Purpoſes, to 
take a particular People, the Seed. of Abraham, into 
_ a pecuhar Covenant with Himſelf : He ſeparated 
them from. all the Nations of the Earth, He dealt 
with them as he did not with any other Nation, He 
gave them Laws different from all other Nations ; 
and as it was neceſſary in that Age, before Life and 
Immortality were brought to Light by 7eſus Chriſt, 


He invited them to the Worfhip and Obedience of 
the True God, by the certain Promiſe of temporal 


Rewards, and deter'd them from Idolatry and Diſobe- 
dience, by the Threatnings of temporal Judgments. 
Theſe Promiſes and Threatnings were a conſidera- 
ble Part of God's Covenant with that People : if 
they obey'd and ſerv d him, they were fure of Proſ- 
perity ; that God would draw a Line of Protection 
around them; that all their Enemies ſhould flee be- 
fore them :---But, if they forſook God, and went 
after the gods of the Nations, the Sword was threat- 
ned, to cut them off from under Heaven, Ifai. i. 19, 
20. if ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the 
Good of the Land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall 
be devoured of the Sword, for the Mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. And according to the Tenor of this 
Covenant, God always dealt with that People ; when 
they feared and obeyed Him, ' He ſubdued their 
Co. Enemies 
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Enemies and gave them Peace and Reſt; but when 


they forſook God, the Heathen had Dominion over 


them. To acquaint us how exactly God con- 
formed his Dealings to their moral Conduct, and 
to this Covenant, ſo to teach us the Regard God 
Has to Virtue, ſeems to be one principal Deſign of 


the large Hiſry we have of that ane in 5 | 


Bible. 8 i (3 f 
Such Promiles, and Threatnings, with a Conduct 


— to them, were ſuitable and neceſſary for 
that People. This was perhaps the only Method 
in which they could be brought to Obedience 
Their ſpiritual Capacities and Diſcoveries were but 
ſmall, not ſufficient to govern them, without the 
immediate, and ſenſible Effects of Virtue and Vice. 


This was a Government exactly agreable to the 
Genius and Capacity of that People, and in this 
Way God's moral Dominion was long ſupported. 
Bot even then the Promiſes belonged to them as 
a People, and not to Individuals, as ſuch. Hence 
we find even in that Day, Examples of ſuffering 
Virtue, and triumphant Wickedneſs. The Proſpe- 
rity of the Wicked, and Affliction of the Righteous, 
was a Subject that engaged the Attention, and exer- 
ciſed the Patience of good Men, in that Day. A- 
mong that People, the Apoſtle tells us of ſome emi- 
nent Saints, that had Trial of cruel Mochings and 


Scourgings,---they were ſtoned, were ſawn aſunder, 


were tempted, were ſlain with the Sword, &c. 
THnvus were the Jews taken into a peculiar Cove- 
nant with God, and as a People, were the Subjects 
of temporal Promiſes and Threatnings. 
Bur upon God's ſending his Son into the W orld, 
the State of Things was much changed. That 


particular Covenant with the Jes, to which theſe 
Promiſes 
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Promiſes belonged, was aboliſhed, the Jews were 


no longer conſidered as God's peculiar People. The 


Promiſes and Threatnings that belonged to their po- 
litical Being ceaſed ; nor was there any Nation ap- 
pointed to ſucceed them. The Bleſing of Abra. 
ham, the ſpiritual Promiſes deſcended, from that 
Time, equally on ers and Gentiles. Our Lord 
appeared, to ſet up a Kingdom, that 2s not of this 
World, to reveal a New, à better Covenant ; which 
was eſtabliſbed upon better Promiſes ; enforced net 
with temporary Sanctions, but with ſpiritual and 
eternal Motives ; exceeding great and precious Pro- 


miſes, by which we are made Partakers of the divine 


Nature. The Goſpel is a Diſpenſation of ſuperior 
Light; in it Life andImmortality are ſet before us in 


the cleareſt Light; its Promiſes are of a divine Na- 


ture, its Motives to Obedience are not temporal 
Peace, but ſpiritual Happineſs ; Motives drawn from 
the World to come. The Obedience of the Goſ- 

el Covenant, is that of Faith; it flows from an 
unſhaken Faith in the Rewards and Puniſhments of 


another Life; We walk by Faith, and not by Sight. 


Evangelic Religion, does not take its Riſe from the 


Hope of Silver or Gold ; but from the Love of 
God, the Love of our Redeemer ; and a bleſſed 
Faith and Hope in the Promiſes of future Glory. 
Chriſtians are not, under the Goſpel, conſidered in 


a political View, as the Nation of the Jews was; 


nor have we any Exemption from the Calamities 
that are common to Mankind: So far from this, 
that our bleſſed Lord has expreſly taught us, to ex- 
pect the peculiar Reſentment of the World, to be 
ſubject to the Sword, and fiery Perſecutions, till that 
happy Day come when the Nations ſhall learn War 
no more. I came not to ſend Peace on Ear tut a 


* Sword ; 


(6) 
Sword; hence he goes on to arm and fortify his Diſ- 
ciples, and ſhow them what a zealous Love to hin- 
ſelf, will be neceſſary to ſupport them, in their Obe- 
dience to him. He that loveth Father or Mother 
more than me, is not worthy of me; He that findeth 
hrs Life ſhall loſe it ; and he that loſeth his Life for 
my ſake, ſhall find it. Argeably he tells them, Matt. 
v. 11, 12. bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall hate you, and 
perſecute you and ſay all manner of Evil falſly ago! 
you for my ſake ; Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your Reward in Heaven, In the World ye 
ſhall have Tribulation. So far is Chriſtianity from 
ſecuring temporal Proſperity to its Profeſſors, that 
Sufferings are every where in the New-Teſtament 
ſuppoſed to be the peculiar Lot of Chriftians ; they 
are taught to expect them; and one grand Deſign 
of the Gofpel is, by its noble Promiſes, to ſupport 
the Faith, encourage the Hope, and ſecure the Stead- 
faſtneſs of its Profeſſors, ak thoſe ſhocking Trials 
they are taught to expect: And that this is not a 
State peculiar to the primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, 
but is like to laſt many Ages, we learn from the 
Revelation of St. John, who tells us; and when they 
ſhall have finiſhed their Teſtimony, the Beaſt that aſ- 
cendeth cut of the bottomlefs Pit, ſball make War a- 
gainſt them and kill them, and the Dragon was 
<wroth with the Woman, and went to make War with 
the Remmant of her Seed, which kept the Command- 
ments of God, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chrijt. In a 
Word, the Events of many Ages, ſerve. to demon- 
{trate that no ſuch — of temporal Proſperity 


belong to the Church, as a political Body, as did 
once to the Nation of the Jews. A great Change 
was made in God's Dealings with his Church, when 


the Goſpel Kingdom was ſet up, He now deals with 
| us 


+ Þ 

ws in another Manner ; we are arrived to a more 
fect Age, and put on Trial upon tore refined 

| | i and Motives ; we have reaſon to expect, 
that Religion it ſelf, will expoſe its Profeſſors to the 
Malice of a wicked World : Hence the Church is 
ſaid to came aut of great Tribulation and to wah 
their Robes, and make them white in the Blocd of the 
La. 5 

HENCE, it plainly follows that the earthly Pro- 
miſes and Threatnings, propoſed tg God's ancient 
People, are ill applied to Chriſtians, conſidered in 
a political View under the Goſpel. What Right 
have any to apply the Promiſes of worldly Felicity, 
made to a particular People, under a peculiar Co- 
venant, long ſince confeſſedly aboliſhed, to Chriſ- 
tians, who are evidently under another Covenant, a 
more ſpiritual Diſpenſation; who are conſidered in 
the Goſpel, not as political Societies, who have this 
propoſed as one eſſential Condition of their Salvation, 
that they deny themſelves, and be ready to facrifice 
all, even Life itſelf, in the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 

I xxow the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles tells us, 
that Godlineſs is profitable unto all Things, having 
Promiſe of the Life that now is: That our 
bleſſed Maſter promiſes to them, that ſeek fir/t the 
Kingdom of God, that all theſe Things ſhall be added 
unto them; He once ſaid, Bleſſed are the Meek, for 
they ſball inherit the Earth ;“ not that they ſhall al- 
te ways have much of the Earth.” But it is obſerva- 
ble, that thePromiſes in theNew-Teſtament, that look 
this Way, reſpect Chriſtians not in a political Form, 
(for no ſuch political Conſtitutions were then foun- 
ded among them,) but as Individuals ; and 'tis ne- 
ceſſary to underſtand them in a limited Senſe, as 

| intimating 


+ Vid, In. in Loc. 


ST {2 ) 


intimating te us the natural Connection of Holineſs 
and Happineſs, how much true Religion contributes 

to our comfortable Enjoyment of this World, and 
that Believers may ſafely truſt in the Providence of 
their heavenly Father, who ſends bis Rain upon the 
Tuft and upon the Unjujt. It is undeniably evident, 
that no ſuch Promiſes are ablolutely in Force ; for 
we find in Fact, they are not literally fulfil'd, either 
to particular Chriſtians, or Societies of Chriſtians. 
Experience convinces us, that many eminent Men 
are as remarkable for their Poverty, and Affliction, 
as for their Piety: that the moſt eminent Chriſtians 


have died Martyrs to the Malice of the World, and 
the Faith of 7eſ#s Chrift. 


IT is readily granted that Sin'and Miſery, Virtue 
and Happinels are nearly connected; that public 
Virtue is the natural Parent of public Happineſs, 
The Goſpel is excellently adapted to advance tem- 
poral Proſperity ;---Peace, Harmony and good Or- 
der, are naturaliy grafted on the Chriſtian Syſtem. 
Nothing can more powerfully tend to advance hu- 
man Happineſs, even in this Life, than the refined 
Morality of the Goſpel. But how often do we ſee 
the Order of things inverted, the Tendency of Vir- 
tue obſtructed, in this World of moral Diſorder ! 
Chriſtians don't feel that Felicity, for which the 
chriſtian Precepts are divinely adapted. Indeed God 
may interpoſe, and cauſe Religion to have its genuine 
Effects ] don't ſay, his Providence does not in this 
State ſometimes give us a vifible Token of his Ap- 
probation of Religion; (tho I make no doubt, this 
was oftner done in the firſt Ages of the World, than 


in 
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in our Days+) but in what Caſes, and in what Man- 


ner, he will do this, either on behalf of Individuals, 
or of Nations and Kingdoms profeſſing Chriſtianity, 
is abſolutely in his own Breaſt : He has confin'd 
himſelf by no Promiſe : He is ſovereign and arbi- 
trary in all his Diſpenſations towards his Church : 
He ſometimes ſuffers the Rod of the Wicked to reſt 
on the Lot of the Righteous :---He does not always 


appear 


+ THERE were good Reaſons why God ſhould make more viſi- 
ble Diſtinctions between Good and Evil; ſuch Diſtinctions 
were, undoubtedly, more common among Individuals, and the 
Nations not in Covenant with God, in the early Ages of the 
World. The commoneſs and obſervableneſs of this Diſtinction, 
was what led the Friends of -b to ſpeak fo poſitively, of the 
Proſperity of the Godly, and Deſtruction of the Wicked; and 
to cenſure Jeb as a ſecret Hypocrite, becauſe the Hand of God 
had touch'd him, Job iv. 6. is nat this thy Fear, thy Confidence, 
thy Hope, and the Uprightneſs of thy Ways ? Doubtleſs that 
interrogatory Aſſertion, was founded on common Obſervation 
of Facts, v. 7. Remember, I pray thee, whoever periſhed being 
innocent, or where were the Rightequs cut - But we find 
their Reaſoning teſtified againit, as built on a miſtaken Prin- 
ciple, tho full of uſeful Obſervations. Job xlii. 7. And it was 
fo, that after the Lord had ſpcken theſe Words unto Job, the Lord 
faid unto Eliphaz the Temamte, my Mrath is kindled againſt 
Thee, and thy twFriends, fir ye have not ſpoken of me the Thing 
that is right, as my Servant Job hath. His Opinion of the 

Promiſcuouſneſs and Indifferency of God's Diſpenſations, was 
more juſt and honourable to Him, whoſe Hays are paſt find- 
ing gut. In our Day; what Diſtinction, what Difference do 
we find between Good and Bad, both in Nations and Indivi- 
duale, further than the natural Effects of Virtue and Vice? 
Don't we ſee all Things come alike to all; that there is one 
Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked ?---Are not the De- 
clarations of preſent Good and Evil, in the facred Writings, 
as the Attendants of Virtue and Vice, (when they are not 
ſpoken of particu'zr Perſons, or Nations) rather Declarations 
of the natural Lffects of Cauſes, teaching God's general Regard 
to Goodneſs, than Promiſes of what will in Fact come to paſs? 


(wo) 


appear to crown the beſt Cauſe with Profperity.--- 
Tho' Reaſon would ſeem to teach us, that God will 
ordinarily appear in the Cauſe of Virtue, yet Reve- 
lation ſhows us, we are not to expect it in many 
Inſtances ; though we are aſſured, Religion will be 
finally Victorious. 

SoME may be ready to fay, this is leſſening the 
Motives to public Virtue :—--If real Chriſtianity will 
not ſecure to a People the divine Protection; if this 
will not enſure to them Succeſs againſt all their 
Enemies, what becomes of the Props and Supports 
of national Religion ? But, if it evidently appears, 
that no ſuch Promiſes are. to be found in the chriſ- 
tian Conſtitution, why ſhould we labour to enforce 
public Virtue by a Motive that God has not given ? 
He muſt think diminitively of the bleſſed Goſpel, 
who does not ſee the nobleſt, the moſt ſuitable and 
ſufficient Motives, to all Piety, Righteouſneſs and 
Sobriety, even without ſuch Promiſes of outward 
Proſperity, ſufficient to raiſe true Believers to a Con- 
tempt of the World ; yea, to a glorious Contempt 
of Life itſelf :--And what is that Religion, which 
is meerly the Product of worldly Motives ? how far 
beneath the noble Religion of the Goſpel ! +--- 


IT. We come to conſider the Agency of God, 
in the Wars and Calamities among Mankind, ——1 
came to ſend. 4 Sword.-= 


+ I beg Leave humbly to aſk, whether enforcing Repentance and 
Reformation, meerly, or chiefly by the Hope of worldly Proſ- 
perity, and particularly by the Hope of Succeſs againſt dur Ene- 
mies, be not acting beſide the New-Teſtment Inſtitutions, and 

an Endeavour to cultivate a mercena-y Religion, founded 
on the Love of the World; on wo:)ily Principles, Motives 
and Views ? | 


(11) 


Wr find God often ſpeaking of his Agency in the 
Wars and Deſtructions of Mankind. Ifai. xlv. 7. 7 
form the Light, and create Darkneſs, I make Peace 
and create Evil ; I, the Lord, do all theſe Things.-- 
Ifai. liv. 16. I have created the Waſter to deſtroy. We 
find him expreſly calling for the Sword, Ifai. xxv. 
29.—-for I will call for a Sword upon all the Inbuli- 
tants of the Earth, faith the Lord of Hoſts. Arnos ix. 
4.--thence will I command the Sword, and it fhall 
ay them. So we find the Almighty calling and 

raiſing np Enemies to chaſtize Nations. 

Taest ſtrong Expreſſions of Scripture feem to 
intimate ſome powerful Influence of God, raifing 
up, and ſpriting Men to be the Executioners of one 
another: But they muſt be taken in a limited Senſe; 
nor may we imagine God to have any other Agency 
in theſe Things, but what is perfectly conſiſtent 
with the Goodneſs of his Nature. It would be a 
moſt diſhonourable Thought of God, to imagine, 
that he excited the Luſt and Ambition of Mankind ; 
that he made them cruel, or inſpired them with 
that unnatural Deſire to butcher, and devour one 
another : No ; theſe are Thoughts unworthy that 
Being, whoſe moſt endearing Character zs Love. 

Ir muſt however be acknowledged, that God 
does in ſome Senſe ſend the Sword, and ſuffer his 
own Church to feel the ſcorching Flames of War; 
theſe Things are all under his Eye, ſubject to his 
Coutroul, and ſerve the Purpoſes of his Will; and 

His Influence may extend thus far : 

1*** He may be ſaid to ſend the Sword, as He 
affords that Strength and Power by which Wars are 
carried on : He gives to his Creatures that Wiſdom, 
Power and Courage, by which they deſtroy one a- 


nother : He affords that Affluence of Riches, that 
| | Superiority 
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1 of Power, which are the Cauſe and Oc- 


caſion of civil Contentions : But herein, He is no 


more the blameable Cauſe of that Deſtruction, 


which is made in the World, by the Abuſe of 


that Strength and Power, than He is the Author 


of all the Sin which is committed in the World, 


becauſe He has created and upholds all, and gives 
to every one thoſe Abilities they have ; yea, He 


ſupports them in their Rebellions, by giving them 
Food and Raiment ; ſending his Rain upon the Juſt 


and upon the Unjuſt. Even the Goſpel, one of the 


richeſt of all Bleſſings, is the Occaſion of Sin in this 


Life, and of an aggravated Damnation, to ſuch as 


receive the Grace of God in varn, in the next. The 
Means, Occaſions and Inſtruments of War, are the 
Effects of divine Bounty; but in all theſe, God by 
no Means unſuitably influences his Creatures, nor is 
He the blameable Cauſe of Evil. That Power 
which God gives to Nations and Princes, by which 


they deſtroy one another, is but the accidental Cauſe 


of Evil, and might as well be employed to ſave and 
defend. 

2%. Gop in Wiſdom permits the Sword to de- 
vour. Altho' Wars and Fightings have their Ori- 
ginal in the Luſts of Men; yet God has a ſovereign 


Power to reſtain and ſubdue that Pride, that Malice 
and Ambition, which make ſuch Deſtruction in the . 


World. He can turn the Hearts of Kings, He can 


ſend the Spoilers away ſpoiled ; He maketh Wars to 


— 


ceaſe to the Ends of the Earth, He breaketh the Bor, 


and cutteth the & pear in ſunder, He burneth the Cha- 


riot in the Fire : He has often manifeſted his irre- 


ſiſtable controuling Power, on behalf of his ſuffering 


Creatures. But The; is pleaſed to permit the Luſts 
of Men to have their natural Effects: He does not 


lay 
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lay that Reftraint on his Creatures, that he is able 


to do: He ſuffers the proud Oppreſſors of Mankind 


to make ſad Deſtruction; and ſometimes to ſpread De- 
ſolation among his own People He; beholds Nations 
and Empires ruſhing on certain Ruin. In this Senſe 
God is often ſaid to do, what he does not hinder, 
or permits to be done. Thus when he raifes up 
the Scourges of Mankind, and ſuffers them to go on 
and profper ; He is ſaid to call and fend them to ex- 
ecute his Judgments ;--- It is in this Senſe He is ſaid 
to harden Men's Hearts, and blind their Eyes; thus 
He bid Shime; curſe David; though in all theſe 
Inſtances, He only permitted them to be done: the 
Purpoſe, Defire and Action was not of God. So 
God not only gives Permiſſion to the Sword, but 
equally permits thoſe numerous Rebellions, that are 
daily committed againſt Himſelf ; yea, by one Man 
he permitted Sin at firſt to enter into the World, 
from whence ſpring all the Evils of his Creatures, 
whether of a moral or penal Nature. This Per- 
miſſion of Sin and Diſorder, is agreable to the Ora- 
cles of Truth, but is one of the deep Myſteries of 
Heaven: His Judgments are a great Deep. 

3. Gop makes uſe of the Jars and Tumults 
among Nations, and the Deſtructions which He 
permits in the World, to bring to paſs the wiſe De- 


ſigns of his Providence ; All theſe Things are in 


the Hand of God : He over-rules them to the beſt 
Ends: He maketh the Jrath of Man to praiſe 
Him. Thus He raiſed up and permitted ; yea, in 
the Scripture Stile, He ſent Nebuchadnezzar, to de- 


ſtroy Nations and Kingdoms not a few, and among 


the Reſt his own People, that He might acccmpliſh 
the Deſigns of his Government, which that cruel 
ambitious Prince never thought of. So while the 

C Enemies 
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Enemies of the Church, and of Mankind, are en- 
| flaving and deſtroying them in ſubſerviency to their 
boundleſs Ambition, they are all this Time ſerving 
the Ends of his Government, executing the good 
Purpoſes of God ;---Purpoſes, laid in the eternal 
Counſels of the divine Mind---Ends, wiſe in them- 
ſelves, holy, juſt and good. The bloody trag ical 
Scenes acted on the Stage of this World, tho' dread- 
ful in themſelves, are finally over-ruled for good; 
in the End they will appear Parts of that Govern- 
ment, in which divine Wiſdom, Holineſs and Good- 
neſs, will ſhine forevermore. God is wonderful in 
Counſel, and excellent in Working ; He doth great 
Things and unſearchable, marvellous Things without 
Number. | 
4 * Gop ſometimes ſecretly influences and ſpi- 
Tits his People to ſtand up in Defence of Liberty 
and Religion. So He gave Charge to the 1/raelites 
to be the Executioners of his Vengeance upon the 
 Canaanitiſh Nations; to make no Peace with them, 
til they were utterly deſtroyed from off the Earth; 
and in a wonderful Manner aſſiſted them to execute 
the awful Commiſſion : a Judgment which thoſe 
Nations deſerved for their Idolatry. We likewiſe 
find military Skill and Power aſcribed to God ; He 
teaches, ſays David, my Hands to war, and my Fin- 
gers 1 fight : This ſpecial Influence, this powerful 
Aſſiſtance, has been often experienced in a juſt 
Cauſe, in the Defence of his People, in executing 
tae particular Commands of Heaven. He who has 
the Hearts of Kings in his Hand, often raiſes up 
Inſtruments to aſſert his Cauſe, to vindicate the Safe- 
ty ard Liberties of Mankind, when threatned by the 
unbridled Rage and Ambition of Princes.---Of old 
Te raiſed up Deliverers for his People: He made 
then vatiant and victorious, BuT 
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BuT after all, Wars and Fightings come from 
the Luſts of Men : they have their Origin in that 
Luſt of Riches and Dominion ſo common to a de- 
generate World, Tt is Ambition and Coveteouſneſs 
that have, thro' all Ages, depopulated Kingdoms, 
ſubverted Empires, and delug'd this World in Blood 
and Ruin. Wars are viſible ſad Inftances, awa- 
kening dreadful Demonſtrations, of the deep Cor- 
ruption of human Nature; ſuch unnatural Events, 
as proclaim Mankind awfully deviated from the Rule 
and Order of their Being ; awfully loſt to the no- 
ble Principles of Humanity ; ; filled with that malig- 
nant Hatred, that is not to be found in the brutal 
World. How many of the Wars and Perſecutions 
that have diſtreſſed the World, have proceeded from 
that Malice there is in the Hearts of Men to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that beſt of Religions, He has taught 
and ſupported in the World! 

Bur when you read and hear of the Calamities 
God has permitted upon the World by the Sword: 
when you think how many Thouſands, J had al- 
moſt ſaid Millions, have been facrific'd to the Pride 
of Princes; how often the World has been drown- 
ed in Blood, and wide Deſtruction ſpread among 
ſuffering Mortals ; you are ready to atk, ©* What 
are the Reaſons of God's Judgments ; what Ends, 
< agreable to the divine Wiſdom, are anſwer'd ! ; 
e can ſuch Things conſiſt with the divine Good- 
e neſs? are they not Evidences of God's want of 
Regard to His Creatures ?---Can you vindicate 
the Ways of Heaven, and aſcribe Righteouſneſs to 

« our Makcr ? ' 


III. I axsweR, as was propos'd in the laſt Place, 
the Ways of God are paſt finding out ;-- tis hard 


for 
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for us to inveſtigate the particular Reaſons of many 
Parts of the divine Conduct :---But even in theſe 
dreadful Things, there are wiſe Deſigns of Provi- 
dence purſu d. Upon the moſt ſerious Conſidera- 
tion of Things, we ſhall ſee much of the wiſe and 

ood Government of God; that theſe are a neceſ- 
ſary Diſcipline, a State of Things exactly adapted 
to the moral Temper and State of the World, and 
not without their ſalutary Effects in God's Creation. 
As to the Church of Chriſt, the Sword may be 

ſent to refine and purify it. This is a Diſcipline by 
which'God tries the Fidelity of Chriſtians, brightens 
their Virtues, and prepares them for a Crown of 
Life : and if God 1s pleaſed to exerciſe his Children 
with ſevere Diſcipline ; if they ſuffer with Chriſt 
here, and reign with Him hereafter, who can fay 
that God is unrighteous ; ſeeing this is but a Proba- 
tion-Life, that perfect Rewards and Puniſhments are 
reſei vd for the next Life, when every one ſhall re- 
ceive according as his Works ſhall be? 

MoREoyeR, the Sword often ſerves to chaſtize 
the Church for their Apoſtacy. Chriſtians often 
fall into great Apoſtacy and loſe the Power, and in 
a Meaſure, the Form of Godlineſs ; they often need 
the Rod to ſcourge, awaken and reclaim them : this 
is frequently the Caſe, when Chriſtians have enjoy- 
ed long Peace and Proſperity ; they need ſome ſe- 
vere Diſcipline to recover them. 

In fine, God may ſend the Sword upon his Peo- 
ple, to diſplay his Power in the Preſervation of his 
Church from all her Enemies. Not that this is a 
primary and immediate End, but a final Cauſe, an 
ultimate Deſign of that glorious Being who looks 
thro” all at one View, We have lately ſeen the De- 
preſſion of the Proteſtant-Intereſt, the Occaſion of 

Eq amazing 
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amazing Diſplays of divine Love and Power in the 
Deliverance of HisCauſe. ThePreſervation and Go- 
vernment of the Church, not ſuffering the Gates of 
Earth and Hell to prevail againſt her ; giving a final 
Triumph, will redound to the Glory of God and 
the Redeemer. As the Promiſe is now the grand 
Support of our Faith, ſo the compleat accompliſh- 
ment of it will wonderfully diſplay the Wiſdom, 


Power and Providence of God, and give Occaſion 
for that Song of the Bleſſed ; Amen, Bleſiing, and 


Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Honour, 
and Power, and Might, be unto ourGod for ever and 
ever. 

Ap then as to the World in general: Wars and 
Deſolations are ſuffered, to curb the Luſts and pu- 
niſh the Wickedneſs of Mankind. That Mankind 
have revolted from God, and are liable to his juſt 
Vengeance, is too manifeſt to be deny'd. Mankind 
have more or leſs, in every Age, diſowned the di- 
vine Authority, and been ſunk in Atheiſm, Senſu- 
ality and Prophaneſs ; hating God, and runing up- 
on bis Neck, even upon the thick Boſſes of his Buckler : 
'Tis therefore neceſſary that God uſe a ſevere Diſci- 
pline.---Indeed I dare not fay that Miſery, or natu- 
ral Evil, is effential to a State of Trial and Improve- 
ment. Where reaſonable Creatures are innocent 
and uncorrupt, milder Means are ſufficient ; but 
where Children are obſtinate, God, as the tender 
Father of his Creatures, muſt take the Rod in Hand : 
From this Neceſſity He deſtroy'd a World of 
Ungodly by a Flood; he ſends Plagues, Famines 
and theSword, to correct the exorbitant Growth of 
Wickedneſs, to leſſen the Number of Sinners, to 
lay Reſtraints upon Survivors. As Sin and Miſery 
are cloſely connected, in the Nature of Things, 
what 
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what Wiſdom is it in God to ſuffer Men to feel the 
Folly of their own Ways, in the Vengeance they 
execute upon one another : thus Sin is its own Pu- 
niſhment : The alwiſe RULER teaches the Evil of 
Sin, ſets Bounds to human Wickedneſs, prevents 
the dreadful Effects of Proſperity, and keeps the 
World in Awe : for, O! Lord, when thy Judg- 
ments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World 
learn Righteouſneſs. Examples of divine Re- 
ſentment are needful : So God drowned the Old- 
World ; He rained Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodom, 
to make Examples of Judgment for all ſucceeding 
Generations. Theſe Severities in Government are 
not to be look'd upon as the Effects of Paſſion, or 
arbitrary Will, or a needleſs Rigour ; but as righ- 
teous Diſpenſations ; tis in Mercy to Mankind that 
He inflicts them: He ſuffers no more Examples of 
Vengeance in the World, than are neceſſary to the 
good Government of it: In the End, all theſe 
bitter Things will be found to be the moſt proper 
Diſcipline for this degenerate Race : the Ends of 
Government will be wiſely anſwered ; we ſhall be 
able in the Review of all, to ſay, great and marvel- 
lous are thy Works, Lord God Almighty, juſt and 
true are thy Ways, thou King of Saints.---We ſhall 
ſee Order, Harmony and the beſt Good of the Crea- 
tion, reſulting from this Confuſion. 
Tuns neceſſary, thus profitable is the Sword in 
the preſent State of Things. But ſhould any go 
farther, and aſk, © Wherefore has the ſupreme 
« RLER form'd ſuch a Plan of Government, and 
e permitted ſuch a lapſed State of Being as to make 
© theſe Confuſions neceſſary? Let ſuch know, 
that they do not enquire wiſely of this Matter. Who 
can by ſearching find cut God ? who can find out the 
Almighty 
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Almighty unto Perfection? His Ways are above our 
Ways.---Shall the Thing formed ſay to him that for- 
med it, why haſt thou made me thus? Tis not for 
us, ſhort-ſighted Mortals, to pry into the ſecret 
Reaſons of the divine Conduct, nor to ſay whether 
this was the only poſſible Plan of divine Govern- 
ment : The indiſputable Marks of Wiſdom and 
Love, which we ſee in all his Works, lead us to 
believe, that his Way is perfect; that he is a God of 
Judgment, without Iniquity, Juſt and Right is He. 


From what has been offered :-- 


1** LET us learn to think well of God, and his 
Diſpenſations. When we think on the Miſeries, 
the Nations have in all Ages ſuffered by the Sword: 
when we reflect on the Pride of Monarchs, and the 
Horrors of War ; and conſider that theſe are per- 
mitted by God, in the Wiſdom of his Adminiſtra- 
tion, we are ready to think hard of Heaven, and 
fooliſhly charge God with a want of Regard to our 
Happineſs : © Are theſe the Diſpenſations of that 
« Being, whoſe Nature is Love? is this the Lan- 
e guage of paternal Goodneſs ?”--But we ought to 
remember that Sin, which by one Man entered in- 
to the World, has reigned triumphant in all Periods 
of Time, notwithſtanding the more gentle Methods 
of Grace to reform it; ſo that it was neceſſary to 
uphold God's moral Dominion, that Men ſhould 
feel ſome of the natural penal Effects of Vice. The 
natural State of the World has never been worſe ; 
the Father of Mercies has never been more ſevere, 
than was neceſſary to the Purpoſes of his moral Go- 
vernment. Wars, tho' the greateſt of natural Evils, 
have been ſalutary in their moral Effects; hereby 
the Luſts of Men are reſtrained, the Number of ob- 

Hs | | ſtinate 
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ſtinate Sinners is diminiſhed. God is known by the 
udgments which he executes. God has been, as Ho- 

ly and Juſt, ſo Wiſe and Good, in all. Tho' we 
are not able to aſſign the particular Reaſons of the 
divine Conduct in particular Caſes, nor the eternal 
Reaſons of ſuch a Plan of Government; yet we 
have Reaſon to believe, we ſhall know hereafter.-- 
The full Diſplay of the Beauty and marvellous Wiſ- 
dom of God's nan in the wonderful Con- 
trivance and Execution of it from the Beginning to 
its final Accompliſhment, muſt be reſerved for a 
Fund of everlaſting Entertainment, in the Regions 
of perfect Knowledge :---O ! what a noble Satis- 
faction will it give us, to behold theſe myſterious 
Diſpenſations unfold ! to fee infinite Order and Har- 
mony, Juſtice and Mercy runing thro' all! how 
aſtoniſhing to ſee the beſt Good, riſing from the 
greateſt Evil! to ſee God, in all, invariably purſu- 
ing the univerſal Good of his vaſt Creation !--Here 
we ſee thro' a Glaſs darkly ; we ſee but Part of the 
extenſive Plan; we know not the eternal Connecti- 
ons in the divine Mind : But hereafter,all his Works 
will appear to have been of a Piece ; exact Order 
and Propriety will thine in all: God himſelf will 
ſhine thro' all, immenſely Great, divinely Good.-- 
O what a happy Review will this be] O happy 
Employment of the reaſonable and pious Mind ! O 
noble Happineſs ! to reſt in God ; to be ſwallowed 
up in Him ; to gaze forever on that glorious Sun, 
and feel itſelf divinely, inexpreſſibly Happy in the 
Friendſhip of that Being, who is incomprehenſibly 
wiſe, and ſupreamly good | | 
2 FRoM a ſerious Confideration of the preſent 
State of the World, we learn that a m/zfary is a ne- 
ceſſary and reſpectable Character. God, from Mo- 


tives 
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tives of ſuperior Wiſdom, and extenſive Benevolence; 
has been pleaſed to make this World hitherto a State 
of Goodneſs, tempered with a needful Severity: 
The Sword is his Rod to chaſtize Nations, from 
which not his own Church is exempt.---This State 
of Things makes Self-Defence a neceſſary Duty, 
and reconciles a military to a chriſtian Character. 
It is true, the Uſe of carnal Weapons is no Part of 
our chriſtian Conſtitution. The Founder of our 
holy Religion once ſaid, © my Kingdom is not of 
„this World, if my Kingdom were of this World, 
e then would my Servants fight. Chriſtianity is 
not to be propagated by Fire and Sword ; it gives 
no Claim to the Rights and Poſſeſſions of others. 
But our Chriſtian Profeſſion by no means diſmem- 
bers us from civil Society, nor deprives us of the 
Privilege of Self-Defence and Self-Preſervation; a 
Principle ſo natural and powerful, in all Ranks of 
Beings: it does not ſtrip us of our Rights as Men, 
nor deſtroy in our Breaſts; but rather improves, 
upon the beſt Principles, an ardent Love of Man- 
kind, the Love of our Country, and a noble public 
Spirit: It forms the Valour of Alexander and Cæſar, 
ſtript of that brutal Rage and deſtructive Ambi- 
tion, which ſully the Characters of thoſe cruel Ty- 
rants over Mankind. + A noble Zeal in the Defence 
of Religion, an ardent Love of our Ceuntry, a calm, 
and difpaſſionate Valour in the Protection of Man- 
kind from Violence are Virtues, if not immediately 


D inculcated 
—— ALREADY Cæſar 
Has ravaged more than half the Globe, and ſees 
Mankind grown thin by his deſtructive Sword : 
Should he go further, Numbers would be wanting 
To form new Battles, and ſupport his Crimes. 
Ye gods, what Havock does Ambition make | 
Among your Works! See Addiſen's Caro. 
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inculcated in the New-Teſtament, yet naturally 


growing upon chriſtian Principles. Tho' we meet 
with Precepts of this Tenor in the Goſpel,--< reſiſt 
* not Evil, be not overcome of Evil, but overcome 
« Evil with Good,” they muſt be received in a qua- 
lified Senſe, and rather reſpe& private Injury than 
public Violence. Altho' Chriſtianity is an Enemy 
to thoſe ſavage Paſſions, which prompt Men to de- 
ſtroy, yet it cultivates that Love of public Good, 
and lays the Foundation of that unſhaken Fortitude, 
that arms with reſiſtleſs Energy, in Defence of the 
Rights of Mankind.---What remains then but that 
we look with Reſpe&t upon the military Order; 


that every lawful Attempt to revive, _— and 


propagate military Skill and Diſcipline, be regarded 
as a public Good; that Men of this Character be 
reſpected as, under God, the Guardians of our 
Lives, Liberties, Property and Religion ?-- 


+ His Excellency the Governor, 4 Captain-Ge- 
neral of this Province, and the Source of military 
Power, under God and the King, needs not what 
has been ſaid to acquaint Him with theOrigin, Rea- 


ſons, Neceſſity, and Utility of War in the preſent 


State of the World. He is well acquainted with the 
preſent 


+ Ir was judged moſt agreable to the Rules of Decency, and 
the Cuſtom of the Nation, to offer what was deſigned for par- 
ticular Addreſſes, in the Form in which it now appears. 


+ His Excellency THñoMAS PowNALL, Eſq; 
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preſent Situation of our military Affairs. It is with 
Pleaſure and Gratitude we ſee Him, concerned for 
the public Good, compaſſing Sea and Land, to put 
us in a proper State of Defence ; to give full Secu- 
rity to our moſt diſtant Frontiers.---His Excellency 
eaſily diſtinguiſhes the Merit and Capacities of Men; 
He knows every good Man has not a military Ge- 
nius : He will therefore, in all his Appointments to 
command, ſele& Men of Genius and Merit, without 
which all Attempts to revive military Skill will prove 
incffe&ual.----He will go on to encourage milita 
Skill, and ſpare no Pains to render our Militia, (our 
Defence under God) reſpectable.- He knows, that 
in nothing can he more effectually ſerve this Coun- 
try, than in His encouraging martial Diſcipline ; 
in rendering us formidable to an invading Enemy ; 
in making a thoro' Reformation in military Affairs. 
Should God ever permit the Neceſſity, we are per- 
ſuaded he will put his Perſon at the Head of His 
Troops, and teach them Bravery by his own Ex- 
ample : He will venture his Lite in the Defence of 
the Country that looks to Him, as its principal 
Guardian and Protector.-- | | 
H1s Majeſty has put the Reins into his Hands at 

a Time when the Cares and Fatigues of Govern- 


ment are doubled upon Him; but He needs no Mo- 


tives to ſupport him under the Weight of the Ad- 
miniſtration, but the Pleaſure of doing Good, the 
Happineſs of being extenſively uſeful, the Appro- 
bation of his own Conſcience, and of our FINAL 
JUDGE ; by a Conduct uniformly conformed to 
ſuch noble Principles, He is ſure to endear himſelf to 
every true Lover of his Country, and to ſecure the 
Approbation of HIM who ſearches the Heart :--We 

wil 
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with Him the divine Aſſiſtance in all his Ad mini- 
ſtrations, the Love and Honour of a grateful Coun- 
try, the Favour of our gracious Sovereign, and above 
all that Approbation of the KING OF KINGS, in 


that Day when we muſt all fand before the Judg- 


ment-Seat of Jeſus Chriſt ; © Well done, thou 
c good and faithful Servant; thou haſt been faith- 
te ful over a few Things, I will make thee Ruler 
* over many Things, enter thou into the Joy of 
* thy Lord.” 5 | 

We behold, with univerſal Satisfaction, His Ho- 
nour the Lieutenant-Governor, f great among his 
People, advanced to the Second Seat of Government, 
accepted of the Multitude of his Brethren, affectio- 
nately ſeeking the Wealth of his People, the Welfare 
of Church and State, and ſpeaking Peace to all his 
Seed. | Ze 

+ Our Lot is caſt in difficult and perilous Times; 
while we are deeply intereſted in the Events of 
War, it becomes Gentlemen of the military Order 
to improve in every Art of Self-Defence. Could I, 
by a moſt importunate Addreſs, be inſtrumental of a 
general Improvement in the Art of War, though I 
might act beſide my ſacred Character; yet I could 
Excuſe my ſelf, with the Thought of having 3 

G 


T Tae Honourable Thomas HuTcxinson, Eſq; 


+ Tur Antient and Honourable Artillery C:mpany, cannot poſſibly 
impute it to want of Reſpect to them (but rather the contrary) 
that, in Conformity to the Method I have purſued in the pre- 
ceeding Paragraphs, I ſay before them what might have been 
particularly addreſſed to them, although I, in ſo doing, have 
varied from a Cuſtom, on ſuch public Occaſions, perhaps 
peculiar to Us. 5 
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Good to my Country. We are indeed to look on 
this Neceſſity as the Judgment of God. We are 
to cultivate the Arts of War, as beſide the genuine 
Tendency of our holy Religion; nevertheleſs neceſ- 
fary in this. State of Diſorder. The {ſkilful Defen- 
ders of our Lives and Liberties are great Bleſſings to 
Mankind. Does it not create Anxiety in every 
confiderate Mind, to find, that after ſo many Years 
Exerciſe in War, military Skill and Diſcipline have 
received no greater Improvements? Every one 
knows the Poſture of our military Affairs is greatly 
changed ſince the Beginning of the War; that the 
Diſcipline which was before, is now by no Means 
ſuitable and adequate to the preſent State of America. 
Should God fuffer us to be invaded, we ſhould not 
have to deal only with raw undiſciplined Savages, 
but with regular Battalions, expert in all the Arts of 
War, provided with a numerous Train of Artillery, 
no Way to be broken but by Troops equally provid- 
ed, of equal Skill and Fortitude. What an unequal 
Match are twice their Number of half-armed, un- 
diſciplined Militia, ſuddenly aſſembled ; the greater 
Part of whom never faced an Enemy, or were 
marſhaled in regimental Order ? What Impreſſion 
could they make upon the firm Battalions of veteran 
Troops ? What Perplexity, what Amazement, what 
Confuſion would a powerful Invaſion throw us in- 
to? How highly neceſſary is it that our Troops 
know how to approach, and retreat from an Enemy 
in unbroken Order, and to withſtand the furious 
Shock of a regular Army? Providence therefore calls 
us to make great Improvements in this neceſſary 
Science. This good Land, which God gave to our 
Fathers, with the noble Privileges tranſmitted to 
Us, 
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us, is W worth defending. Our pleaſant Seats, our 
Wives and Children, our Liberties; theſe ſacred 
Temples, our holy Religion call for Improvement 
in the Art of defending them. We become more 
and more the Object of public Attention. We 
may expect this New World will henceforth be the 
Seat of War; we may expect in our Turn to be in- 
vaded: Some of us may yet ſee our Plains flow 
with human Blood. This Matter therefore de- 
ſerves a ſerious Attention, eſpecially by thoſe of the 
military Order, particularly an the Fac Foam of that 
antient and honourable Conſtitution, originally de- 
figned for, and who profeſs to be the School of true 
Diſcipline. 

A Love to my dear native Country leads me, my 
patient Hearers, to congratulate you, on the Smiles 
of Heaven upon the Proteſtant Arms, the fignal 
Succeſſes, the repeated Conqueſts of the laſt Year 
have given a favourable Turn to the War in Ame- 
rica, and now enable us to meditate a final Blow, 
as the laſt Means of Peace : May Heaven crown 
that 3 ſo hopefully begun, with deſired 
Succeſs !--- We ſtill enjoy the precious Life of our 
Royal Sovereign to give Life to our Hopes: the 
Britiſh Arms, under a wiſe Adminiſtration, are 
grown reſpectable: our Navy is become the Envy 
and Terror of the World. Add to this, the noble 
Stand our German Ally has made againſt the united 
Powers of France, the Emperor and ſeveral power- 
ful States of Germany; the Swedes and Ruſſians, all 
unitedly bent upon his Ruin ; and that Train of 
Victories, which has ſurprized the whole World, 
Theſe Events give us Hopes of Peace highly ad- 


vantageous to the Protęſtant Nations. But let us 
rejoice 
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rejoice with Fear; the Events of War are moſt- 
precarious and ſurprizing. He, who guides the cir- 
cling Worlds, can daſh our Hopes with a Word. 
There wants but his Permiſſion, and raging Peſti- 
lence ſhall cut off our Armies ; Storms ſhall ſcatter 
our Ships of War; He can inſenſibly blind the ableſt 
Generals, dart Life into our deſpiſed Foes ; or by a 
ſecret Influence intimidate Legions in a Day of Bat- 
tle ; He can ſoon make the Proſpe& dark, as it is 
now bright and clear. He wants neither Means 
nor Skill to humble our Pride, and baffle our ſan- 
uine Expectations. O |! let us ſuitably acknowledge 
is Agency ; let us hope in the God of Armies : 
Thine O Lord is the Greatneſs, and the Power, and 
the Glory, and the Victory, and the Majeſty --- now 
therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praiſe thy 
forious Name. | * 

36. LE x us be deeply affected with the depraved, 
deplorable State of Mankind. We do not live in a 
Garden of Pleaſure, but in a World of Woe. Tis 
affecting to think of the Havock and Deſolation ſin- 
ful Mortals have ſuffered in all Ages. We, that 
only hear the Sound of War, know but little of its 
Horrors. What affecting Scenes are theſe ! Coun- 
tries depopulated, the Glory of Kingdoms lain in a 
Day. To walk the Fields of Battle; to feel our 
Hearts pierced with the Groans of expiring Men ; 
to ſee Garments rolled in Blood ; to trample on bro- 
ken Limbs, and mangled Bodies, gnawing their 
Tongues, biting the Ground for Anquiſh ; the dy- 
ing mingled with the dead, Fields ſtreaming with 
crimſon Gore; O Spectacle of Horror !----But to 
bring theſe Things home : to ſee our Wives and 
Daughters ravithed, our young Men ſlain in Battle, 

| our 
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our Infant-Offspring daſhed in Pieces, our Houſes 
laid in Aſhes; this would give us the moſt feeling 
Senſe of human Miſery : nor let any fay, this is but 


an imaginary Viſion, this, hard as it is, has been 


the Lot of Thouſands, perhaps Millions of our own 


Race. Shall we not feel for others; ſhall not the 


Love of Mankind teach us Compaſſion to our very 
Enemies. Let us mourn the Unhappineſs of Man- 
kind : Let us cry to the Father of Ayes to pity his 
degenerate Offspring, and haſten that glorious Day, 
when the Nations ſhall learn War no more. 

4 LE us be thankful for the Hopes we en- 
tertain of Deliverance from this State of Woe. Tho' 


the World has hitherto been a Field of Blood, we 


hope for better Days. It is hardly poflible to be- 
lieve, that the noble Prophecies of the Peace and 
Glory of the Church, have ever yet had their moſt 
illuſtrious Accompliſhment. No paſt State of the 
Church ſeems to have anſwered to the lofty Meta- 
phors, of the Old-Teftament Prophets, and more 


elevated Deſcriptions of the New-Teſtament Reve- 


lation. The whole Tenor of prophetic Revelation 
evidently points us forward to a more glorious Day 
upon Earth: when Jesus CHRISH the Prince of 
Peace, ſhall be King over all the Earth ; in that 
Davy ſhall there be one Lord and his Name one---when 
He ſhall judge among the Nations and they ſhall beat 


their Swords into Plow-Shares, and their Spears in- 


to Pruning-Hooks, Nation ſhall not lift up Sword 
againſt Nation, and they ſhall learn War no more. 
Such a happy Period of the World ſeems to be 
pointed forth by the Prophet Hoſea when he ſpeaks 
of the Recovery of the Tews in the latter Days, 
(Ch. ili. 4, 5.) and by the Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
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(Rom. xi. 26.)likewiſe by the Prophet _Dante!, (ch. 
vii. 27.) The Kingdom and Dominion, and the Greatneſs 
of the Kingdom under the Whole Heaven, ſhall be 
given to the -- Saints of the MOST HIGH ; whoſe 
Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and all Domini- 
ons ſhall ſerve and obey Him ; when, as the Apoſtle 
5 expreſſes it, The Kingdoms of this World ſhall 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, 
and He ſhall reign for ever and ever. As all the great 
Lines of Providence, through the Courſe of preceed- 
ing Ages, were directed to, and brought about, 
that great Accompliſhment of the eternal Coun- 
ſels of God, in the coming of the Meſiab; fo 
we. have little Reaſon to doubt, the Scheme of Pro- 
vidence is carrying on in a continual Progreſs, though 
we are unable to trace its Steps, to bring on that 
molt perfect State of the World, in which the no- 
bleſt Deſigns of God's Love in this World will be 
'fully accompliſhed. All Things have been, in all 
Ages conducted for the final Advancement, of Puri- 
ty, Perfection, and Happineſs through Jeſus Chriſt. 
As the preceeding Diſpenſations prepared the World 
for the Goſpel-Kingdom, that grand Diſpenſation 
of Grace; ſo it is highly probable, that the Diſpen- 
ſations of Heaven ſince, are all preparatory to, and 
introductive of, that Golden Age, that moſt perfect 
and glorious State, that is not yet for Ages to com- 
mence. As all the Ages before the Manifeſtation 
of God in Fleſh, were but a preparatoryScene to that, 
which is the perfect State of the World; ſo per- 
haps all the Ages that are paſs d and to come before 
that Day, are but the riſing Light, the Dawn of 
Day, to that long meridian Day; that compleateſt 
: =_— + Diſpenſation 
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Diſpenſation of God's Loye to the World; a glori- 
ous Emblem of the uninterrupted Felicity of Hea- 
ven, Now when we conſider the more rigorous 
Dealings of Providence, as the neceſſary Steps to 
prepare the aſcending World for its meridian and 
fiting Glory, what an enlarged View does it give 
us of the benevolent Deſigns of the Father of Mer- 
cies ! Further, as that future Day ſeems to be 
ſpoken of by the Prophets, as the maſt excellent 
State of the World, the Perfection of the Goſpel- 
Adminiſtration, may we not conjecture, that (ana- 
logous to the known Order of divine Operations) all 
preceding Ages will bear no more Proportion to 
that Day, than the Dawn of Light to the Tong Such: 
mer's-Day ; or than one or tro Days to a Thouſand 
Years. Well may ſuch Proſpects alleviate our Minds 
under the Preſſare of human Woe.---With what 
chearful Hope ſhould we extend our Views to that 
long Age of Peace, when all theſe Things ſhall be 
forgotten! And tho' we, long cer that Day, ſhall 
ſleep in our Graves, + yet when we ſee the Good 
of God's choſen, we ſhould rejoice with the Glaqneſs 
of his Nation, and glory with his Inheritance. 'Bleſ- 
{cd be God for the fing Light of Prophecy, for 
that Light and Happineſs, to which this unhappy 
World will in diſtant Ages rife, thro' Jesvs CHRIST; 


| of the Increaſe of whoſe Government and Peace there 
| will be no End. Fd 
| | LASTLY, 
; » 
+ IAERE ſay nothing new or particular of the future State of 
1 the Church ; only a general Thought, that will occur 
* to every one who reads his Bible with Attention : nor 


3. 8 | have I ventured to conjecture what may be the Import of 


3 the fuſt ReſurreRion,---- 
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LASTLy, let us all prepare and long for an 
eternal World of Peace. Here our Hopes and Fears 
take their Turns : our Hearts ach for a miſerable 
World. Juſtly may we adopt the Complaint of the 
Pſalmiſt; Yo is me that ] ſcjourn in Meſech---T am 
for Peace; but, when ] ſpeak, they are for War. 

Bur, bleſſed be God, our Faith leads us to con- 
fider theſe Things, not as the final State of human 
Nature, but only as the Means of a glorious Here- 
after. Theſe Troubles are in the Hand of the Me- 


diator, thro' whom they ſerye to prepare a choſen 


Race for a State of refined Happineſs. We are 


Strangers and Pilgrims here, but qe look for a City 


which hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
7s God. There we ſhall find no contending Nations; 


Pride and Envy are never felt: there are no aſpiring 
Princes, no graſping Monarchs, to diſturb the hea- 


venly Society, O!] let us be quickened by the un- 
certain State of human Affairs, to lay up our Trea- 
ſure there. . Let us fight the ggod Fight of Faith, 
under JEsys CHRIS the Captain of pur Salvation, 
that we may lay hold on eternal Life. Conſider, my 
Hearers, the Dignity, the noble Powers, the Im- 
mortality and ſubſtantial Felicity of your intellectual 
Spirits, and labour to riſe up in ſpiritual Perfection. 
O ! let us all ſecure a Union and Conformity to the 
Father of Spirits; he Peace of God, that paſſeth all 


Underſtanding, and a glorious Inheritance in the Re- 


gions of Light and Love : let us ſee to it that we 
dwell in God, and He in us; then may we, in all 
the future Convulſions of Nature, look down with 


Serenity on tempeſtuous Worlds ;--behold the Ele- 
ments melt with fervent Heat, the Earth and the 
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